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Medical Negligence - The plaintiff,
age 40, suffered a catastrophic hypoxic
injury during a colon surgery — she
died months later, her estate blaming
the injury on bungled communication
that delayed the delivery of extra
blood after she suffered an intra-
operative clotting problem

Beglin v. University Hospital et al,
04-1605

Plaintiff: Jack Conway and F. Thomas
Conway, Louisville

Donald K. Brown, Jr. and Michael B.
Dailey, O ’Bryan Brown & Toner,
Louisville for Galandiuk

Donald W. Darby and David B. Gazak,
Darby & Gazak, Louisville for Lerner
Defense: Carol Dan Browning, Stites &
Harbison, Louisville for University
Hospital

Verdict:  $9,047,003 for plaintiff
assessed against University Hospital
only; Defense verdict on liability for
Galandiuk and Lerner

Circuit:  Jefferson, J. Clayton, 7-28-06

Jennifer Beglin, age 40 and a
computer programmer with YUM, had a
history of Crohn’s Disease —in a 1998
surgery, Beglin had part of her colon
removed. During that procedure, she
suffered significant blood loss because of
the failure to clot. This was later linked
to a Vitamin K deficiency. This history
would be important as Beglin underwent
another surgery in 2003.

This time the procedure, performed on
7-14-04 at University Hospital, was
designed to relieve pain related to
Beglin’s rectal stump — her colo-rectal
surgeon, Dr. Susan Galandiuk, identified
a risk of cancer and it was agreed that the
stump would be removed. Providing
anesthesia for the surgery was Dr. Guy
Lerner.

Beglin had the same problem as in the
1998 surgery — coagulapathy — she was
not clotting. As the surgery went into its

New from the K'T'CR Library

Introducing
The Kentucky Handbook of Curious Injuries

A comprehensive compendium of peculiar,
particular and strange injuries for the serious practitioner

In this new volume, we’ve collected and organized verdict
reports by very particular injuries — the book includes a total of forty
separate injury categories. It is designed for the serious practitioner
who handles complex tort cases.

For instance, have you needed to know for mediation what a
suicide verdict was worth? Or a burn injury? Or an overdose?
Even more specifically, what about an injury to a person that was
already in a wheelchair? Electrocution? Injuries from exploding
airbags? Golf carts? Smell or taste? If you can think of a particular
injury, it's in the Handbook.

(See the table of contents listed in this issue for the complete list at page 8.)

All the answers are in the Kentucky Handbook of Curious
Injuries. Each of the above questions is answered in a specific and
detailed report that includes not just a summary of the verdicts, but
all the verdicts in a snapshot style focusing on the key injury proof.

The Kentucky Handbook of Curious Injuries is the next
essential volume in the tort practitioner’s library.

Priced at $149.00, the Handbook is ready to ship.
Call us toll-free at 1-877-313-1944 to order or
use the order form in this issue

second hour, Beglin was losing blood.
A comedy of communication errors
ensued.

The doctors ordered blood — at
University Hospital, a Level One trauma
center, there was lots of blood just a
floor below the operating room.
However the first order for blood was
not communicated as STAT — thus it
didn’t come quickly. Calls continued to

be placed to the blood bank, some twelve
in all — the blood still didn’t come. By
the time the blood did arrive, it was too
late.

Beglin had sustained a catastrophic
brain injury secondary to blood loss. She
lived in a vegetative state for three
months until her feeding tube was
disconnected. Beglin died on 10-9-03 —
two teenagers survived her, William and
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